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‘““These are not ordinary men. They were
extraordinary people, as well as amazing avi-
ators and crew chiefs,” said Lt. Col. John L.
Bonnette II, commander of the 1-244th. When
I say they were heroes, I mean it many times
over. They risked their lives under difficult
conditions flying in combat, and during na-
tional emergencies, to ensure our security
and help save thousands of people. I don’t
have the words to sum up their lives in a few
sentences. You just can’t.

““Our whole aviation family is reeling from
this loss, the hole that is left is enormous.
They were part of the fabric of this unit, the
difference they made with everyone they
served with will be a lasting legacy. Person-
ally flying with all of them was a privilege
and honor—I am a better person for having
known them.”

These aviators had a camaraderie that was
second to none in the military.

““This crew was made up of larger-than-life
men who had a passion for Army Aviation
that was so evident in the dedication that
they had towards their profession,’’ said Col.
Patrick R. Bossetta, commander of the State
Aviation Command. I know this as I have
personally flown with each one of them.
They were driven by their intense desire to
selflessly serve their country, fellow Soldiers
and Marines.

“Whether flying in combat or during na-
tional emergencies, this crew arose everyday
with a fever to serve and keep safe the citi-
zens of this great Nation. While their fami-
lies and our aviation community are heart-
broken and immensely suffering over their
tragic loss, these heroic men would want us
to catch their fever to honorably serve the
citizens of this Nation and continue to
grow.”’

“These brave men died doing something
they loved. May we all be so lucky, and may
they always fly high,” said Curtis.

The Louisiana Army National Guard was
participating in a routine night-time train-
ing exercise with the Marine 2nd Special Op-
erations Battalion. The Black Hawk car-
rying the four aircrew and seven Marines
crashed into the Santa Rosa Sound in
Navarre, Florida, March 10.

Griffin’s awards and decorations include
the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal
(2nd Award), Army Reserve Components
Achievement Medal (6th Award), National
Defense Service Medal with Bronze Service
Star, Iraq Campaign Medal with two Cam-
paign Stars, Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal,
Humanitarian Service Medal (2nd Award),
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Silver
Hour Glass and M Device, Noncommissioned
Officer Professional Development Ribbon,
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Rib-
bon (2nd Award), Army Reserve Component
Overseas Training Ribbon (4th Award), Lou-
isiana War Cross (2nd Award), Louisiana
Emergency Service Medal (3rd Award), Lou-
isiana General Excellence Ribbon and Lou-
isiana Longevity Ribbon. He had earned the
Combat Action Badge, Senior Army Aviator
Badge and Basic Aviation Badge.

Strother’s awards and decorations include
the Air Medal (3rd Award), Army Commenda-
tion Medal (3rd Award), Army Reserve Com-
ponent Achievement Medal (7th Award), Na-
tional Defense Service Medal with Bronze
Service Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with
Campaign Star, Iraq Campaign Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve
Medal with Silver Hourglass and M Device,
Noncommissioned Officer Professional De-
velopment Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon (3rd Award), NATO
Medal, Louisiana War Cross (3rd Award),
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Louisiana Cold War Victory Ribbon, Lou-
isiana Emergency Service Medal (3rd
Award), Louisiana General Excellence Rib-
bon and Louisiana Longevity Ribbon (4th
Award). He had earned the Combat Action
Badge and Master Aviator Badge.

Bergeron’s awards include the Meritorious
Service Medal, Air Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medal (3rd Award), Army Good Conduct
Medal, Army Reserve Components Achieve-
ment Medal (3rd Award), National Defense
Service Medal with Bronze Service Star, Iraq
Campaign Medal with 2 Campaign Stars,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Human-
itarian Service Medal (2nd Award), Armed
Forces Reserve Medal with Bronze Hour
Glass and M Device, Noncommissioned Offi-
cer Professional Development Ribbon, Army
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon
(2nd Award), Army Reserve Components
Overseas Training Ribbon, Sea Service De-
ployment Ribbon (Navy), Louisiana War
Cross (2nd Award), Louisiana Emergency
Service Medal (3rd Award), Louisiana Gen-
eral Excellence Ribbon (3rd Award) and Lou-
isiana Longevity Ribbon (2nd Award). He had
also earned the Combat Action Badge and
Senior Aviation Badge.

Florich’s awards include the Army
Achievement Medal, Army Reserve Compo-
nents Achievement Medal (2nd Award), Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Noncommis-
sioned Officer Professional Development Rib-
bon, Army Service Ribbon, Army Reserve
Components Overseas Training Ribbon,
Coast Guard Special Operations Service Rib-
bon, Louisiana Emergency Service Ribbon
(2nd Award), Louisiana General Excellence
Ribbon and Louisiana Longevity Ribbon. He
had also earned the Basic Aviation Badge.

————

TRIBUTE TO WHITE’S CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, White’s Chapel United Methodist
Church has been and continues to be a bea-
con of light to our district for the past one hun-
dred forty-five years; and

Whereas, Pastor Lilian Owens and the
members of the White’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church family today continues to uplift
and inspire those in our district; and

Whereas, the White’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church family has been and continues to
be a place where citizens are touched spir-
itually, mentally and physically through out-
reach ministries and community partnership to
aid in building up our district; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
Church of God has given hope to the hope-
less, fed the needy and empowered our com-
munity for the past one hundred forty-five
(145) years, being organized in 1870 after
Captain White donated two acres of land to a
small group of former slaves in order for them
to continue to worship together as a congrega-
tion; and

Whereas, White’s Chapel has produced
many spiritual warriors, people of compassion,
people of great courage, fearless leaders and
servants to all, but most of all visionaries who
have shared not only with their Church, but
with Rockdale County their passion to spread
the gospel of Jesus Christ; and
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Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the White’s Chap-
el United Methodist Church family for their
leadership and service to our District on this
the 145th Anniversary of their founding; now
therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby proclaim March 1, 2015 as White’s
Chapel United Methodist Church Day in the
4th Congressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 1st day of March, 2015.

A TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE ADAMS
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Annette
Adams for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Annette Adams currently works for Nation-
wide Mutual Insurance Co., and she has cer-
tainly left her mark. She has founded Women
Aiming for Success in 2012, to create a pas-
sion for women to aspire to leadership roles.
She has served as a Greater Des Moines
Partnership Diversity Council member, as well
as, serving as a mentor for Nationwide’s
Emerging Leaders Program. Annette is a lead-
er and an example of the hard work and serv-
ice that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Annette in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud Annette for utilizing
her talents to better both her community and
the great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues
in the House to join me in congratulating An-
nette on receiving this esteemed designation,
thanking those at Business Record for their
great work, and wishing each member of the
2015 Forty Under 40 class a long and suc-
cessful career.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OCEAN
CHAPTER OF DRIFTERS, INC.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the Ocean Chapter of Drifters, Inc.
as its members gather to commemorate its
40th anniversary at a luncheon on March 14,
2015. This milestone and its commitment to
service is truly deserving of this body’s rec-
ognition.
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